DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL RECEIVED

MAY 2 8 1993

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

> QO THESECREANY
Before The Riatlbist

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COHHISSIO!M
Washington, D.C. 20554 Ayzsm

F
Cc May BRA NeK

In the Matter of:

Replacement of Part 90 by

Part 88 to Revise the )
Private Land Mobile Radio
Services and Modify the
Policies Governing Them

R Docket No. 92-235
—

B L o R

COMMENTS OF THE SHERIFF OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Sheriff of San Diego County, California wishes to thank
the Commission for this opportunity to respond to its Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice), PR Docket No. 92-235, which seeks
to modify the policies for the use of the Private Land Mobile
Radio Services (PLMRS) by replacing the existing Part 90 of the
Commission’s Rules (47 CFR Part 90) with a new Part 88. The San
Diego County Sheriff’s Department is a Public Safety licensee,
and is a member agency of the California Public-Safety Radio
Association (CPRA), the Southern California Chapter of the
Associated Public-Safety Communication Offices, Inc. (APCO)

2. San Diego County is approximately 4,300 square miles in
area, with a total population of 2.65 million. The southern
boundary of the County is the border with the United State of
Mexico. The San Diego Sheriff'’s Department has law enforcement
responsibility for approximately two-thirds of the County
geographically, and a service population of over 726,000. Our
patrol areas range from sea-level in coastal communities to
altitudes over 6,000 feet in the mountains. Terrain is deeply
convoluted by the action of plate tectonics, and is
characterized by steep canyons and isolated valleys alternating
with hills and mountains of respectable height. Achieving
County-wide radio communications adequate to ensure both public
and officer safety has always been a challenge for
communications engineers and has imposed a severe strain on the

County'’s budget.
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